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Letter from our Pastor

Greetings,

Summer is rolling on and the church
is hard at work bringing new people into
worship, helping to provide our
community with fresh healthy produce
through our garden and our farmer's
market. The children had a great time at
Vacation Bible Study where we touched
nearly 40 kiddos and their families. Our
first ever Art Camp for kids and adults of
all ages was a great success and is
going to lead us to a new way to
incorporate the arts into our ministry.
The youth just finished with the last of
their mission days and as a result,
Metcalf Hall is looking WONDERFUL!!

With all that is going on, it can be
tough to try to keep track of it all. |
certainly don't know all that is
happening, which is a good thing. It is
important for us to trust the Holy Spirit to
lead and guide us as a church. | am
excited to see people living out their
passions in service of our Lord, Jesus.

As we continue to grow and as the
activities seem to increase, it is
important to remember that we will have
differences of opinion about what we
should do and how we should do it. Just
about the time we think we have
something figured out, someone goes
and does something different. This can
be unsettling when most of us feel much
more comfortable with at least the
appearance of stability. When people
feel uncomfortable about changes that
are taking place, they might say things
that can be taken the wrong way and
feelings might get hurt. This is a natural
phenomenon that accompanies every

kind of change and growth. | have heard
it said that when things are forming,
things are storming. | would say that for
the amount of forming we have going,
we have surprisingly little storming going
on. That is to say that the conflicts and
quarrels seem to be pretty few and far
between for as much as we have
happening. | chalk this up to the Holy
Spirit present in our midst. | truly believe
that God is leading the change we are
experiencing and | pray that we will
continue to be faithful to God even when
changes might make us feel a little
uncomfortable.

| want to encourage all of you to feel
free to come share your concerns with
me. Conflict in an organization might
feel uncomfortable, but it is important for
the overall health of our church that you
bring your concerns to the people who
can do something about them. Of
course, not every suggestion will be
resolved the way everybody wants, but
we need to be able to express our
opinions and know that they will be
heard and respected. Please come to
me with any concerns you have and we
will continue to grow in the way God
leads us.

Thanks for all you do for God and this
church!

Pastor Steve

Church Events

August 11" — UMW in the Park
August 16" — Youth Excitement’s
“Walk to Wherever”

August 22" — DOTS Training
August 29" — Men’s Breakfast
August 30" -- “I Commit” Day for
Live Like You Were Dying
Campaign

August 30" — Hand Bell
Organizational Meeting
September 7" —Labor Day Parade
UMW Float

September 13" — Rally Sunday and
Kickoff for Live Like You Were
Dying Campaign

October 4™ — World Communion
Sunday

October 17" — Oktoberfest Dinner
by UMW



Connect the Dots
Dynamic Qutstanding Training

When: Saturday August 22 2:00-4:00

Who: All Adults

What: *Making the connection between
Home, Church and God.

*Learn what your education team is
Working on.

*To say thank you to our Sunday
School Teachers, Youth Group
Leaders, Jr. Church Teachers
*To work toward ot
Create an environment filled with Gods
Love encouraging spiritual growth
Leading to a better recognition of
Opportunities to serve God in our
Church, Community

*Help Communication in all areas.

Why:

Can you tell a

By Connecting the DOTS ...
What Dot are you in the big picture.

How:

Come join the fun and find your DOT to
make the picture complete.
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Carol Maahs New Address
900 Hickey Court

Granbury, TX 76049

Ph #817 -579 -9986

Soup Kitchen Pilot Meals are
coming...

This fall, starting September 18" the Mission/Outreach
committee will be offering a soup kitchen meal to the
needy residents of Fountain. Our plan is to offer one meal
in September, one in October and one in November as a
way of assessing the need in our community and the
viability of this ministry in our church. We will need set-up
and clean-up crews to set up tables and chairs before
hand and clean up after the meal. We are hoping that
these meals will be a good place for some new folks to get
involved where they may not have had a chance to do so
in the past. If this sounds like something you might be
interested in please contact Ann Allen at 382-5272 for
more information. This is just one more way that God is
blessing our community through this church as we
continue on our mission Bearing Fruit for God.

Education in the News! @
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In memory of those
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God saw he was getting tired
And a cure was not to be,
So He put His arms around him
' T A xEEODPAORGBE Oi#A
With tearful eyes we watched him
Suffer and saw him fade away,
Although we loved him dearly
We could not make him stay.
A golden hear stopped beating
Hard working handgo rest,
God broke our hearts to prove to us
He only takes the best!

\

Sunday School Kick Off

2009-2010
September 13, 2009
AConnecting Wit
9:00 AM Every Sunday

K- 2" Teacher Ann Allen
395" Teachers
Cheryl Warner & Grace Fredinburg
Curriculum: Live Big- Hear, See
And Live Your Belief In God

6""-8"Teacher Vickie Brown
Curriculum: Rock Solid- Building
a Heart of Faith

9"-12" Teacher Chuck & Jim Calhoun
Curriculum: “Live Like You Were Dying”

Jr. Church- Coordinator
Debbie Earnshaw
Leaders various volunteers
Curriculum: “Young Children’s Worship”-
Based on Monsieur Worship.



Youth Excitement
Mission Update

The youth were very busy over the
summer and some of their work
bearing fruit for God and this
church is visible around the church.
From fences, to painting, carpeting,
building a recycling center to giving
Metcalf Hall a much needed
update and even pulling a few
weeds. We hope you find all the
improvements within our church or
our community a blessing from the
youth. The youth worked hard and
long hours and deserve the
recognition for following the lead of

o

Recycling Center

The new recycling center is behind
the church next to the community
garden. There are two bins for
plastic and one for glass and

Live Like You Were Dying

This fall we are going to have a wonderful
opportunity to experience the blessing of small
group fellowship as we participate in a sermon
series and all-church small %roup study beginning
Sept. 13 through October 11™. This series is based
on the hit song, “Live Like You Were Dying” by Tim
McGraw. We have several people who have agreed
to host small groups either in their home or at the
church. You will have an opportunity to see what
times and places are available on Sunday, August
30" and sign-up for a group. We are hoping that
everyone will be able to find a time and place that
will work into their schedule.

If you have ever been a part of a small group
informally or formally you know what a blessed
place they can be where people support each other
and grow together. Participants have fun together,
pray together, and at times confront the challenges
of life together. Pastor Steve hopes that this series
will give everyone a taste of how good a small
group can be and that many or most of these
groups will want to continue together after the
series is finished. Look for more information and
plan to be a part of a group!

paying it forward and making a
difference in the world we live.

'LIVE

LIKE YOU WERE

DYING

metals. Please do not place
aluminum in the bins as we recycle
this as a fund raiser. Please do
your part of REDUCE REUSE
RECYCLE. We need to protect
and use the resource God has
given with care. Recycling
Sunday’s are the first Sundays of
every month.

Bells Will Begin To Ring!

Bell choirs will be starting again in September so
we will have am organizational meeting on Sunday,
August 30, 2009 at 1 PM in the Green Room. If you
or your children are interested in learning to play
bells, please contact Ann Hicks at 392-4101 or 337-
1065 (cell phone) and/or come to the organizational
meeting.

This year we would like to have a bell choir play in
the Southern Hand bell Festival in February so we
will have auditions for that group. If this interests
you, please contact Ann Hicks for details. It will be
so awesometo have FUMC of Fountain
represented at this Festival!

Our bell choirs meet weekly to practice and play for
our Worship Services. We will also be playing for
local assistive living facilities in our area. | am
hoping to have an all male bell choir to add to our
existing choirs. We will decide practice days and
times at the organization meeting so please
consider coming to that meeting. You do not need
to know how to read music to play bells!

Contact Ann Hicks for any further information
needed or join us on August 30th!



Children's Church has a
new look and a new feel
that is so exciting!

We are using a new curriculum called Young
Children and Worship by Sonja M, Stewart
and Jerome W. Berryman. Our main goal is to
be in worship with our children. It is a way
that our teachers and helpers along with the
children can grow in love for God and for one
another. It uses a hands-on style of storytelling
as a way of encountering God so God is
experienced, not just learned about.

It gives each child the opportunity to respond
to the stories of God through continued
working with the story figures and art
materials. It enables young children to bring
their lived experiences into dialogue with God
in the biblical stories. And, remarkably, it
provides a way for young children to tell the
stories of God to others. They are encouraged
to talk to God and worship, as well as respect
their fellow worshipers' desire to talk to God
and worship.

| invite parents and members of the
congregation to visit one of our sessions by

RETHINK Church
' OAOEOOAAS

| would like to extend my deepest gratitude
and thanks to the First United Methodist

Church Family for past four years. Yol
support and encouragement has meant the
world to me. Everyone has been supportive
xEOE 1 U EAAOOBO AAOE
group for the small, but growing number of
youth in our church. It ha been my honor
and pleasure working with the youth of the
church and communitywithin my idea of
091 OOE %@AEOAI AT 0806

the youth develop into wonderful young
AAOI 008 yo8i AT AT OO,
and love for God, as they are oduture!

omake

| have wonderful memories of funeaising

efforts, mission projects and learning about
how the youth think and view the world
nights in the church. It was all worth every

minute. Through mentoring the youth and

t

checking with Debbie Earnshaw or Ann Hicks
first (just so we do not have too many visitors
at once). Or you may see Debbie to sign up to
be a teacher or a helper for Children's Church.
Chil dr en’ s clGldrem ngeshd- 11
that attend the second service. This worship
for childreni s hel d ri ght
Story in the worship service except for the first
Sunday of the month, which is reserved for
communion.

Come find out what the excitement is all about
i n

Children’s Churc
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the privilege of learningalong sidethem, we

word ochurch
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The youth will always hold a special place
my heart, as they have made me a strong
Christian with a solid footing for my wal
with God. Thanks for all the support
without it Youth Excitement would not have

become a reality.

Please remember to support the yout
program as it goes forward. The youth nee
both support and encouragement  f
further expand their missions in the

community. The youth are a privilege fol

our church and we need to let them
continue to bear fruit for God in their ways.

To all my youthz Thanksfor the wonderful
memoriesz) & |

Blessings, Leslie

Al xAUO EAO!

Mission/
Outreach News

Our committee has a vision
of helping to fight hunger in
our community. As a pilot
program, we will start to
provide a monthly meal for
September, October, and
November. The first meal
will be September 18" from
4-6 PM. At the end of the
period, we will evaluate the
program to see what needs
to be don next to go
forward. Our hope is that
we can partner with other
community  organizations
and volunteers to make this
project grow and become
truly successful for the
people of the Fountain
Valley area.

The Farmers Market is
continuing to provide fresh
produce on Saturdays from
10- 2. This will go through
October 3. The church
garden has provided green
beans, onions and squash.
Soon we will be digging
potatoes from the garden.
Don’t forget to be part of
the October Gleaning Trip
to Alamosa.
With the beginning of
school, the  Children’s
clothes Closet will be busy
gathering clothes for the
children. Thanks to all the
people who have donated
clothes or money to the
closet. Please continue to
keep the closet in mind
when you see a yard sale
or find a great bargain.

Remember to be part of
Godods Bl G pi
lending a hand to the
community and world.
Find out how you can get
involved, see Ann Allen.




Major Events Schedule
Coming Soon...

This calendar gives a view to look at the upcoming 12
months. This is gives us a better window for proper

planning and preparation.

Pastaer Steve has beer
working on a major events
schedule that will be posted
by the office door. This
calendar will list major
events in a way that wil
keep us mindful of how
much is happening and hov
proper planning for these
events is vitally important to
the success of our missio
to Bear Fruit for Godwhen
you see the calendar be sur

to take a look and see
where you might be able tc
jump in and get involved.

Remember that when
planning an event you
should NOT be looking

within a 30 day window.
This does not allow for
adequate advertising.
Please fill out a churcl
reservation form and event
planning guide when

Youth Excitement

Walk to Wherever”
August 16™ at Noon

Sunday, August 16" right
after the second service,
the middle and high school
youth will be assembling
for a nice long afternoon
walk. We are planning to
meet at the church and
then to see how far along
the Fountain Nature trail
we can walk together. We
plan to walk and talk for
most of the afternoon and
then share a meal at the

church  when we are
finished. If you or a young
person you know would
like to be a part of the fun,
please contact Pastor
Steve at 761-0391 or Vicki
Brown at 964-5240 for
more information. (We are
still  looking for some
adults to help with the
transportation we need for
this event.)

Stephen Ministry Training

Opportunity

placing something on the

you identify needs anc
opportunities to make the
event a success!

**Eorms are available in the
boxes next to the mail
boxes.

WEEKLY SERMONS

ARE POSTED ON THE
WEB-SITE.
If you miss a Sunday,
you can still be
inspired.

Prayer Requests are
available on the web-site.

church calendar. S Coto:
Pastor or Leslie fo T - .
assistance. They will hel bl sl eV

and fill out your request.
Please remember to share
when prayers have been
answered, the church
family enjoys knowing that
the prayers are being
heard and answered.

Significant Male Needed!

Christmas Already? Yes! We are
looking to fill a LARGE part in this
year s di nner
Bet hl ehem | nn”
wanted to act, would like to have
major roll and are a bit of a ham.
We need you! Or
on. See May Rick or Call at 382-
8755 if even a maybe crosses your
mind.

Stephen Ministry trains volunteers to walk along side of persons in the church

and community who are in distress from health, relationship, or other
challenging issues in their lives. This program is for laypersons who have a
heart for others and want to be more effective as they reach out to persons in
need. If you have had Stephen Ministry training or have always wanted to do
so, there will be an opportunity to partner with First United Methodist church of
Colorado Springs as they begin the training process for all United Methodist
churches in the region. The first class will be September 14", but there will be
an informational meeting August 10" at 1*'UMC in Colorado Springs. For more

information and exact times contact Wilma Hunter at 599-3306.


http://www.fumcfountain.org/

